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INTRODUCTION
ABOUT US
We offer bespoke fishing charters in remote areas in the Coral
and Solomon Seas. We cater to jigging and popping enthusiasts
and are fully equipped to troll for bluewater species. Our home
base and where your trip begins is Alotau, a quiet and
picturesque town in Milne Bay. From Alotau we travel to a private
island resort outside of the bay, where we have easier access to
distant islands and reefs. There are no other regularly operating
fishing charters nor commercial fisheries in this area, and we
provide access to waters that are unfished by the local
populations. This means that you will be fishing pristine, virgin
waters that are virtually untouched by humans.

TOPWATER, JIGGING AND
BLUE WATER EXPEDITIONS
We strive to be an ethical and conservation-based company with
a large emphasis on fish welfare. We aim to visit each destination
a maximum of once per month in order to avoid excess pressure
on the reef and fish population. There is no shortage of great
spots in rotation and anglers can experience new areas every
day.
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PNG has one of the last unexplored ocean
environments worldwide and we seek to minimize our
impact to keep it pristine for generations to come. We
use single barbless hooks for most species to reduce
stress and mortality rates. We practice strict catch and
release and only keep fish at the request of the angler
for that night’s dinner.

Milne Bay Province is situated in the
southeasternmost part of Papua New Guinea and is
made up of over 600 islands. Only 160 of the islands
in this 250,000 km² part of the ocean are inhabited,
which leaves over 400 uninhabited islands for us to
explore.
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TRAVEL
Alotau, accessed from Port Moresby by regularly scheduled
commercial flights, is a quiet, picturesque town with basic
conveniences in the downtown area. There are two international
banks, Westpac and Bank of the South Pacific, and general
stores which offer groceries and toiletries. There are two
pharmacies where you can find insect repellent, first aid supplies
and a limited selection of medications.
Air Niugini, the national carrier of Papua New Guinea, flies
directly to Papua New Guinea from Australia, Hong Kong, Manila,
Singapore, Tokyo and the Solomon Islands. Qantas and Airlines
PNG operate services from Australia to Papua New Guinea. At
the present time, if you are flying from abroad you must transit in
Port Moresby.
Most travellers will have to spend a night in transit in Port
Moresby, but there are some afternoon flights to Alotau on Air
Niugini which will allow you to fly straight through. The flight
schedule is subject to change, but at the time of writing these
afternoon flights are offered on Saturdays. Port Moresby offers a
variety of accommodation, ranging from 2-5 star hotels and they
all offer free airport transfers.
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WHAT TO EXPECT
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE
Your first night will be spent at Driftwood, a boutique
waterfront resort in Alotau. After your complimentary
airport transfer, you can unwind, get your gear ready
and perhaps get over a bit of jet lag.
You will also have the opportunity to head into town.
This is your last chance to purchase any essentials
you might have forgotten. The local vegetable, fruit
and fish market is a great introduction to PNG culture.
Also worth a visit is the Battle of Milne Bay Memorial
which offers some history and context to the area and
waters we will be spending time in.
The morning after your arrival, we set off fishing
toward the remote and private Doini Island Resort. On
the way you will encounter the many reefs and
pinnacles that litter the Milne Bay area.
A cargo boat will transfer your luggage to and from
Doini Island so that we have room on the boat for
fishing on the way. On the day before your flight back
home we will head back toward Alotau, where you will
spend your last night at Driftwood Resort.

DRIFTWOOD RESORT
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DOINI ISLAND

DRIFTWOOD RESORT

Situated 35 miles southeast of Alotau, Doini is a
stunning private island with white sand beaches and a
beautiful reef where you can snorkel with enormous
Manta and Eagle Rays, friendly reef fish, turtles, and
Blue and Giant Trevallies. We will likely be the only
guests on the island and the staff will cater to your
every need.

Located just outside of Alotau on the shores of Milne
Bay, Driftwood Resort offers brilliant hospitality and
stunning views of the bay. Driftwood has a fantastic
overwater restaurant set on a jetty which features
local and international cuisine. With our boat moored
next to the restaurant, it’s a leisurely stroll in the
morning to go off and explore what wonders PNG has
to offer.

There are beachfront fan and air conditioned
bungalows available, all with large terraces
overlooking the turquoise water. The restaurant has a
fabulous chef who cooks local and Western dishes,
and if you decide to bring back a catch it will be
prepared for your dinner. Laundry service is available
for 20 Kina. Doini Island also offers shore fishing
opportunities in case of inclement weather.

DOINI ISLAND
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DOINI ISLAND

FISHING GROUNDS
EAST CAPE AND
ENGINEER GROUP

SUNKEN BARRIER

This area is Northeast of Doini island. It is comprised
of a meandering reef system and several islands.
Long, narrow reefs with steep drop-offs connect the
picturesque islands. The reefs are located at the tip of
a pinch point where the currents can often be vicious.
Huge predators lurk below, waiting to target the bait
on the drop-offs. These areas are prime topwater
locations for a variety of reef species including GTs
and monster Dogtooth Tuna.

This a vast reef system that rises from depths of 800
meters to about 12 meters. This is a jigging paradise
with countless walls and deep pinnacles for hard
fighting Dogtooth Tuna. The channels cutting through
this barrier have some outstanding topwater action for
GTs, Spanish Mackerel and Napoleon Wrasse.
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LONG REEF

SEASON AND WEATHER

Long Reef is a massive, 50 mile long barrier reef
system made up of scattered islands, flats and
shallow reefs. It is visually stunning, with paradisiacal
sandy spits and turquoise waters with beautiful reefs
you can see clearly from the boat. Topwater and
jigging are both excellent here. The current from the
ocean side regularly flows over the top and through
the big channels of Long Reef, which makes it ideal
feeding ground for massive Giant Trevally, Napoleon
Wrasse, Coral Trout and other species.

We operate from September to May. This time period
offers the best weather and fishing conditions.
Prevailing trade winds run for most of the year. There
is a chance of a tropical cyclone during the hottest
months of January and February. The calmest months
are September through December and March through
April.
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THE BOAT
25T CONTENDER
Our fully equipped 25T Contender was imported from
the USA. It's fully equipped and designed for long
range trips, with twin 200hp Yamaha outboard
engines and a 700 liter fuel tank. It's the perfect
vessel for exploring the remote reefs and islands of
Papua New Guinea.
At the helm we have a Simrad NSO evo3 24 inch
screen, and at the front there is a 9 inch screen for
anglers who like to see what's going on below. On top
there is another steering unit in the tuna tower which
opens up another world when popping. Spotting bait
fish much further away and being able to put the boat
in exactly the right spot on the outer reefs gives our
anglers the best chance of landing monsters.

We have a ton of storage space and four built in coolers.
With 38 rod holders you will never have to leave
anything behind. There is a 200 liter freshwater tank on
board if you need to cool down with a shower. When
you hook into a massive fish, we have a door at the
stern to bring the fish on board safely. The saltwater
washdown goes straight in to the fish's gills to ensure a
successful release while we take some photos for you.
Safety is of the utmost importance to us so we have life
jackets, a long range VHF, EPIRB and a satellite phone
on board to stay connected from remote locations.

PAGE 8

THE CAPTAIN
MIKE DE MIN
Mike, our captain, guide and operations manager, has over 20
years of tropical saltwater fishing experience in varied regions all
over the world: The USA and Caribbean, The Middle East, India
and the South Pacific. He has 9 years of guiding experience and
was a pioneer in exploring, promoting and establishing the
Andaman Islands as a top fishing destination.

“MY PASSION FOR FISHING BEGAN
DURING MY CHILDHOOD IN OMAN.
SURROUNDED BY BLUE SEAS AND
HUGE FISH, I SPENT ALL MY SPARE
TIME GAINING INDISPENSABLE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE OCEAN.”
Mike is a jigging and popping enthusiast and an avid fly
fisherman. Mike has a contagious enthusiasm and takes pride in
setting guests up for success and creating memories that will last
a lifetime. He is passionate about conservation and sustainability,
as well as helping you land massive fish.
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
BOOKING
A 30% non-refundable deposit is required to confirm
your booking. No booking is confirmed until the deposit
is received.
Final payment of the remaining balance is due 90 days
prior to departure, or your trip will be subject to
cancellation.

CANCELLATION
If your booking is canceled less than 90 days prior to
departure, Daucina Charters will retain the full charter
fee unless the booking can be filled by another client.
If booking is canceled more than 90 days before
departure, the deposit is non-refundable but is
transferable to another departure date.

WEATHER CONDITIONS
It is at the discretion of our expert guide to determine the
safety of daily weather conditions. If it is deemed safe
we will depart as scheduled.
If it is deemed unsafe to travel by boat, we will either
have a day of shore and flats fishing or a rest day.
Unfortunately, weather is beyond our control and no
refunds will be issued. Please see the 'Travel Insurance'
section below regarding disruptions to your trip.
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VISA

FOOD AND DRINKS

Visitors must have a valid passport or internationally
recognized travel document valid for at least 6 months
beyond the date of entry into Papua New Guinea.

On board during fishing days we provide you with
lunch, non-alcoholic drinks and light refreshments.

60 day Tourist Visas are available on arrival at Port
Moresby for most countries. 30 day Tourist Visas are
available for Australian passport holders. It is
recommended to obtain an online visa prior to arrival
to Papua New Guinea. This is available from the
online portal at a cost of USD $50.

The hotels can provide prepaid dinner packages, or
you can pay as you go. As Doini Island is so remote,
meals are usually planned in advance and ingredients
are brought in from Alotau. Therefore if you have any
special dietary restrictions or allergies please notify us
at least 4 weeks prior to arrival. Your catch can be
prepared and cooked for you at both resorts and both
resorts offer a full bar.

MEDICAL ADVICE

EMERGENCY

Malaria and other contractible diseases do exist in
PNG. There are no obligations to receive any
vaccinations prior to arrival, however we suggest you
seek advice from your local immunization clinics.

It is your responsibility to obtain Medivac Insurance for
yourself. As we will be fishing in such remote areas, if
you need serious medical treatment you will almost
certainly need to be transported to Port Moresby,
Cairns or Brisbane.
There is a hospital in Alotau that can only handle
basic medical needs. We always have a Satellite
Phone on board in case of emergency.
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TRAVEL INSURANCE

DUTY FREE ALLOWANCE

It is your responsibility to obtain travel and medical
insurance that will cover any costs incurred for travel
delays and incidents. Daucina Charters will not refund
costs associated with travel delays, weather
disruptions or medical incidents, however if there is
flexibility in the schedule we will work with you as best
as we can. We will also assist you with the preparation
of your insurance claim.

Up to 2 litres of spirits and 250 cigarettes/250 grams
of tobacco is permitted.

CURRENCY
The local currency in PNG is the Kina (PGK). There
are ATMs available at the airport in Port Moresby and
Alotau. There is a currency exchange at the airport in
Port Moresby as well.

COMMUNICATION
You can purchase a local SIM card which will work in
Alotau and at Doini Island at the airport for K10.
Alternatively we have a phone that can be rented.

GRATUITIES AND TIPPING
Gratuities are always discretionary. If you wish to
show your appreciation to staff, gratuities are greatly
appreciated and accepted in any major currency
(USD, AUD, GBP, EUR or PGK).
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TACKLE
CHECKLIST
CONVENTIONAL TACKLE
Trolling equipment can be provided free of charge, but
please inform us prior to arrival if this is desired. We
have a selection of poppers, stickbaits and jigs available
for purchase. We strongly suggest you bring your own
range of specialized popping and jigging equipment. If
this is not possible we can provide equipment for an
additional cost.

TOPWATER
Popping - 7’ to 8’ rod in the PE8 to 12 range, fast taper
with a stiff end section, capable of casting 125 to 250
gram lures
Stickbait - 8’ to 8’6’’ rod in PE10 with a softer end section
capable of casting 125 to 200 gram lures

10 x Stickbaits - 200 mm and above for the deep drops
and 150 mm for shallow reefs. Colours: Black/Silver and
Natural. Some of our recommended favourites are Jim’s
Lures, ASWB SS, Fisherman Delta, Orion Big Foot and
Siren Bolt.

Spare spool of 300 meters of PE10 (100 pound) line

30 x hooks - All hooks must be barbless. Shout Kudako
size 7/0 and 9/0 or Owner SJ-41 size 13/0 are very good.
If you prefer to use treble hooks then the Decoy GT
Special in size 8/0 and 10/0 or Gamakatsu GT Recorder
in size 6/0 and upwards are good choices.

A spool of 200 lbs mono leader

20 x Heavy duty split rings Owner size 11 or equivalent

10 x Poppers - Recommended sizes are from 150 mm to
230. Colour variations: Black/Silver, Green/Yellow, Bright
and Natural. A few favourites are Orion Cono Cono,
Hammer Head, Heru Cubera, Craft Bait GT3 and Pelagic
Warrior Crusader.

15 x 250 kilo or above swivels to match the split rings

High quality spinning reel - Shimano 14000 to 20000 or
Daiwa equivalent loaded with 300 meters of PE10 (100
pound) line
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JIGGING
1 x Heavy 4’ - 5’ rod
1 x Medium 5’ - 6’ rod (for slow jigging)
2 x High quality spinning reels to match above rods.
Shimano 14000 to 2000 or Daiwa equivalents. Heavy
set up loaded with PE8 line and medium with PE6

20 x 300 - 400 gram fast jigs. Colours: Pink/White,
Silver/Blue and Natural
20 x 150 - 250 gram slow jigs. Colours: Green/Yellow,
Orange/Red and Natural

Spare spool of 300 meters of PE10 (100 pound) line

50 x Jigging assist hooks: Quality big hooks are very
important. Shout Kudako size 9/0 or Owner SJ-41 size
13/0

2 x Spare spools to match both jigging setups

50 x Solid rings 700 - 900 lbs

1 x 200 lbs mono leader

50 x Heavy duty split rings

1 x 130 lbs mono leader

1 x Spool of jigging assist line. Varivas Assist Line SS 80
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CLOTHING AND
ACCESSORIES
ESSENTIALS
3 x UV proof fishing shirts
3 x UV proof shorts
1 x Lightweight rain jacket
2 x Buffs
1 x Fishing gloves
1 x Hat
2 x Polarized sunglasses (We recommend Costa Del
Mar 580 blue)
1 x Sunscreen (SPF 50+)
1 x lip block
1 x High quality split ring pliers
1 x Fighting belt
1 x Head torch
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READY TO BOOK?
CONTACT INFORMATION
+44 7984 147254

andy@biggamefishingpng.com

WWW.BIGGAMEFISHINGPNG.COM
facebook.com/biggamefishingpng

@biggamefishingpng
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